Advancing Best Practices

PHYSICAL THERAPY
&
DIAGNOSTIC IMAGING

HISTORY 50 year history of imaging privileges for
physical therapists within the military

Imaging referral is part of PT practice in a growing
number of US states & in Federal health care
systems, including Veteran's Affairs

PRACTICE

Physiotherapists in multiple countries have
imaging referral privileges

CRITERIA Physical therapists utilize consensus derived
imaging guidelines effectively
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QUALITY DRIVEN CARE

Educational Competencies Evidence Based Outcomes

e Research supports physical therapist
competence in referring patients for

Physical therapy education encompasses
medical screening and diagnostic imaging.

Physical therapists follow ACR
Appropriateness Criteria and other clinical
practice guidelines to determine if imaging
is indicated.

In most states, patients can be seen directly

imaging. !

Physical therapists refer for imaging
judiciously and at a lower rate than other
providers. 2

Direct imaging referrals can prevent delays

by a PT without a prior medical provider in treatment and reduce the need for

visit. additional medical visits. 2
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